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This guide is intended to structure a 2-hour group class on Imperialism in the 21st Century: Updating Lenin’s Theory a Century Later. There are four parts: a general time frame, facilitator notes, suggested teacher talk and the readings/handouts. Teacher talk is in quotes and can be said as written or modified to fit the facilitator’s needs. 

For this class you will need markers, chart paper (or some large paper) and a copy of the handout “Jigsaw Assignments” cut into enough assignments for the anticipated number of participants. 
	Time 
	Facilitator Notes 
	 Teacher Talk
	Readings/Handouts

	2-3 min.
	Introductions
	“Can everyone please introduce themselves?” 

Note: It can be nice to ask people to also share a piece of information, like their favorite political book or why they have come to the class as part of the introduction. 
	

	1 min. 
	Setting the objective
	“This is the 2nd class in a series but you do not need to have been at the 1st to be at the 2nd. We will do a short review of Lenin’s definition of imperialism--what we spent the bulk of the class on last time. Today our objective is to cover chapters 2 and 3 of the book--and get a basic understanding of the development of global class forces and developments in the recent history of the class struggle to today. The PSL has used Lenin’s definition and analysis from imperialism: the highest stage of capitalism to establish the framework for understanding this.”  
	

	10 min. 
	Review Lenin’s definition of imperialism
	“Let’s read page 5 and then we will briefly define imperialism”

…

“ What do we mean by monopoly capitalism?”

What are the five general features of imperialism as defined by Lenin?”
	Read page 5--”How Lenin Defined Imperialism” 

	25-30 min. 
	Whole Class Readings: Read each section stopping for comments and questions as needed. 

	“We are going to read 5 short sections that help us understand the period between when Lenin wrote Imperialism and today through the framework of Lenin’s analysis. As we read aloud, please stop us at any time for a comment or a question.” 
	Pgs 23-24: From Inter-Imperialist War to Global Class War 
Pgs 26-27 “what made war inevitable under capitalism”  
Pgs 27-29  “centrality of colonialism to Lenin’s thesis” 

Pgs. 29-30  “imperialism from policy to system” 

	10 min. 
	Review historical developments between WWI and WWII 

This should really be more of a discussion pulling on participant knowledge of the years between WW1 and WWII. 

Some important points ot make sure come up are the treaty of Versailles and subsequent European developments, mainly the rise of fascism as well as the Great Depression 
	“How did World War I end?”

…

“ What do we know about the global developments between WW I and WWII?” 


	

	45-55 min. 
	Jigsaw Group Project
Break the group into pairs or small group of 3-4. Each groups will received a chart paper, set of markers and copies of their assignment.

Poster making should take the bulk of time, about 30 -35 min. Give a 2 minute warning before wrapping up. 

Then each group should post and present their poster. Ask them to answer their guiding question as well. 
	“We are now going to break into small groups and make a poster to present to the whole group. Each group will receive an assignment, chart paper and markers. Please read the assignment all the way through BEFORE beginning.” 

…. 

“ Two minutes to wrap up your posters before presenting” 

…

“ Post your work on the table or the walls. And then gather around the first assignment so they can present.” 


	Assignment and materials

	10 min.
	Conclusion
	“To conclude the class we are going to read the very last section of chapter 3”

… 

“any final comments or questions?”
	Read last section of Chapter 3—

Pgs. 65-67 ”new contradictions” 
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