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This guide is intended to structure a 2-hour group class on Imperialism in the 21st Century: Updating Lenin’s Theory a Century Later. There are four parts: a general time frame, facilitator notes, suggested teacher talk and the readings/handouts. Teacher talk is in quotes and can be said as written or modified to fit the facilitator’s needs. 

	Time 
	Facilitator Notes 
	 Teacher Talk
	Readings/Handouts

	2-3 min.
	Introductions
	“Can everyone please introduce themselves?” 

Note: It can be nice to ask people to also share a piece of information, like their favorite political book or why they have come to the class as part of the introduction. 
	

	5 min. 
	Setting the objective
	“The last chapter before the reprint of Lenin’s pamphlet imperialism (which I highly recommend everyone read if you haven’t already) is called the social basis for opportunism and for defeating it. Our goal today is to read through most of this chapter establishing definitions and examples for some of the more challenging terms and then exploring the modern applications of Lenin’s analysis.” 
	Read 1st 3 paragraphs on pg. 69. 

	5-10 min.
	Basel Manifesto
	“Lenin’s understanding of social opportunism was developed by a need to understand the crisis in the socialist movement during World War I. Everyone knew the war was coming. The socialists all pledged not to support it but the vast majority of them did. He set out to understand why. Let’s read a little bit about that.”
	 Pgs 69-70

Lenin for Beginners can be a useful handout too

	45 min. 
	5 important concepts: opportunism, labor aristocracy, social-imperialist, revolutionary defeatism, economic determinism 

Recommended strategy for discussion of each term:

Read the section indicated, ask participants to turn to someone near them and come up with their own definition and examples. Then have each or a few groups share out, depending on time.
	“Please read aloud the five terms we will be looking for as we read this first section. They’re listed in the graphic organizer I handed out.” 

…

“We are going to read short sections of this chapter. After reading each chunk, we will come up with our own definition and examples for each.” 
	Concept Organizer for Chapter 3 Handout 

Reading Chunks:
Opportunism

Read pg 70 “The Fight against opportunism” to “were suddenly isolated and criminalized.” On pg 71 

Revolutionary Defeatism Read rest of pg. 71

Social-Imperialist

Last paragraph on 71 and all of pg. 72

Labor Aristocracy

“lenin’s theory of labor aristocracy” Pg. 73-74  

Economic Determinism

pgs.74- 75 

	30 min. 
	Modern Contradictions

	“ We are now going to read through the end of the chapter. The organizer provides a place to fill in 3 contradictions of the modern era to help us understand social opportunism today. We will look for those as we read. But everyone should continue to raise comments and questions of their own as we go along.” 
	Pgs 75-78

	5 min.
	Conclusion
	“Any last comments of questions?” 
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