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This guide is intended to structure a 2-hour group class on Imperialism in the 21st Century: Updating Lenin’s Theory a Century Later. There are three parts: a general time frame, facilitator notes that includes teacher talk and the pages for reading.  Teacher talk is in quotes and can be said as written or modified to fit the facilitator’s needs. 
	Time 
	Facilitator Notes 
	 Teacher Talk
	Readings/Handouts

	5-7 min (optional)
	Anticipation Guide
	“Before we begin the class as we wait for everyone, fill out the anticipation guide you’ve received. Mark T for true and F for false in the BEFORE column only. Do not do the AFTER column. And yes, you can work together. No grade will be given”
	Anticipation Guide 

	2-3 min.
	Introductions
	“Can everyone please introduce themselves?” 

Note: It can be nice to ask people to also share a piece of information, like their favorite political book or why they have come to the class as part of the introduction. 
	

	1 min. 
	Setting the objective
	”The objective of this class is to use the first chapter of the book and the basic components of Lenin’s definition of imperialism to prepare for reading the book. We will not be reading the whole first chapter but setting the foundation for reading it. It is not necessary to have read the book but hopefully will inspire reading the book.” 
	

	20 min. 
	Introduction to context and purpose of Lenin’s Imperialism 
	“Let’s get started reading pages 3-4 and figure out the historical context for Lenin’s writing of the pamphlet originally. We are really reviewing World War 1 and the crisis in the socialist movement at the time.”

Note: after reading show the Lenin for Beginners pages and then ask if there are any comments or questions. Milestones can be very useful if this period is new to people. 
	Read pages 3-4 Starting at “Imperialism’ was not written…” ending at section break 

Handouts: 

Lenin for Beginners 3 pages

Milestones Copies 


	30 min. 
	Lenin’s definition of imperialism 


	1. “ The graphic organizer will help us note down what we learn as we define first monopoly capitalism then the five major features of imperialism. 
2. “Take a look at the chart on pg. 12 as we try to figure out what monopoly capitalism means. 

Look at chart on page 12 and then flip back

Discuss:  What did capitalism look like during Marx/Engels era (1800s)?  and What does it look like in the era of monopoly capitalism? 

3. Tendency toward monopoly today

Note: as you read through, stop every paragraph and ask for a one sentence summary
4. Before we move on, let’s make our own definition of monopoly capitalism and fill in the graphic organizer. Think for a moment--how would you define monopoly capitalism to someone after this class. … any thoughts? 
	1. graphic organizer handout

2. Read pg 5 “How Lenin Defined Imperialism” to next section heading on pg.6 

3. Read pgs 6 (top of page)-7

Then pgs 11(In 1950…)-13 (first paragraph) 



	40 min. 
	Five characteristics of Imperialism as defined by Lenin 

Note: For a large class, participants can break down into 2-3 people and take one of these each, read over discuss and fill out the graphic organizer. They then return to the whole group to present their section to the larger group.   
For a small class, continue through the points, finishing as many as possible and prompting participants to fill out graphic organizer. 

	 1. concentration of production 

Note: this is very well dealt with by the above discussion of monopoly capitalism. It is not necessary to repeat in a small class. 
2. territorial division 
3. finance capital 
4. export of capital 
5. international monopolist associations 


	1. pgs. 93-94; 104-105

2. pgs 7-9; 151-152
3. pgs 107; 109-110(top); 123
4. pgs 137-139
5. pgs 140-41

	10 min. 
	Imperialism today
	“We are going to read a section of the book on page 9 to wrap up.”

after reading: “any comments or questions about this part” 
	Read “Core propositions of imperialism still valid today” pgs 9-10



	5 min. (optional)
	Anticipation guide revisited
	“Now return to the anticipation guide we completed at the beginning of the class. Mark T for true and F for false in the AFTER column.” 

--Compare answers and have any final comments 
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